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make her escape.    During the two years and a
half in which hostilities continued, the little navy
of the United States captured eighty-five armed
French vessels, nearly all privateers.    Only one
American war vessel was taken by the enemy, and
that one had been originally a captured French
vessel.    The value of the protection thus extended
to American trade is attested by the increase of
exports from $57,000,000 in 1797 to $78,665,528 in
1799.    Revenue   from   imports   increased   from
$6,000,000 in 1797 to $9,080,932 in 1800.
The creation of an army, however, was attended
by personal disagreements that eventually wrecked
the Administration.   Without waiting to hear from
Washington as to his views, Adams nominated him
for the command and then tried to overrule his
arrangements.    The notion that Washington could
be hustled into a false position was a strange
blunder to be made by anyone who knew him.
He set forth his views and made his stipulations
with his customary precision, in letters to Secretary
McHenry, who had been instructed by Adams to
obtain  Washington's  advice  as  to  the  list  of
officers.    Washington   recommended   as    major-
generals, Hamilton, C. C. Pinckney, and Knox, in
that order of rank.   Adams made some demur to